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Time certainly flies when you’re having fun they say! That certainly seems to be 

the case here at Benjamin Generation, it has been a year since our last 

newsletter. 

So where do we start?   

The place of safety/ Childrens’ home is full and busy.  We have reached our 

limits on how many children we can take in on a number of occasions this last 

year. That is not a good indication of the wellbeing of our society.  We have had 

a tremendous and overwhelming call for placements here at Benjamin 

Generation. 

This could be due to the service we offer to those children that are orphaned, 

abused, neglected and vulnerable or because of the current state of our society 

as a whole. We have done our best to be ‘there’ for those that most desperately 

need us and this can be attributed to our dedicated, loyal Staff. 

On a positive note, we have had quite a few children that have been successfully 

reunited with a family member, mostly with grandmothers, aunts and uncles and 

a few with a single parent.  

People often ask us are we not devastated when children leave, I think that, that 

is a yes and a no. Yes, we very excited and happy when a child is returned to a 

family member when we can see for ourselves that they really have some sort of 

connection with that child and they will give that child a loving home.  

We are devastated, when we can see that a child is being taken out of obligation 

and maybe even sometimes only for the grant money which they will receive for 

taking this child in.  And even more so when we can see that the proper 

procedures and that common sense has not been used and taken into account 
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when placing a child back into a similar if not the same situation that they came 

out of. 

We certainly feel disappointed and sometimes despondent, when children will be 

leaving us and going into an environment where they will receive less in terms of 

love, caring and those things needed to give them a healthy normal life and to 

provide them what’s needed to overcome what they have experienced in their 

young traumatized lives. 

On a very bright note, it’s with such joy and 

excitement that our little, actually not so 

little, pre-school is up and running!  On the 

1st of August 2022 we opened the doors to 

our school for the first time. Starting with 26 

children we have quickly grown to 50 

children in 3 classes in 2023 and will be 

increasing to 4 classes in 2024 with about 

66 children altogether. This will be made up 

of 2 grade RRR classes and 2 grade RR. We 

have had all the relevant authorities doing their inspections and they are 

overwhelmed by the facilities that are available, what we will be offering the 

children of this community as part of their education and for the future plans for 

this school.  

We have been truly blessed and amazed as we have 

witnessed not only the buildup, preparations and start 

to this pre-school but also the difference it has made in 

the lives of the children who are attending. In the short 

time that we have been open we have had so many 

parents and guardians thank us for providing this 

service and giving their children a kick start in life. 
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Two stories from the parent’s spring to mind, the one parent was telling us how 

their child loves going to school so much that they even want to go on a 

Saturday and Sunday and how they struggle to stop the tears from flowing when 

they try to explain that we are closed! Another parent was telling us how excited 

they were that their 4-year-old knows all the months of the year in IsiZulu and in 

English and that they can count to 10 in both languages as well. 

I think that it’s little accomplishments such as these that show us what we are 

doing is making a difference and will positively impact in the lives of many 

children in the future. 

On not such a good note, is the prospect of us receiving our allocated funding 

which is due to Benjamin Generation. After much backwards and forth between 

Benjamin Generation and the Department of Social Development we have had to 

settle for the understanding that the grant money which is due for the children 

will not be forth coming for reasons beyond our control. Namely a lack of funds 

being available on the part of the Department of Social Development. 

We had really hoped that we would have had a better outcome from all our 

meetings, phone calls, emails and messages. So, this again leaves us in a 

predicament where we are totally reliant on YOU to keep us in operation.  

We can see the difference that we making in the lives of these children in the 

children’s home/place of safety and pre-school. We ask that you would continue 

to partner with us as we do this work together.  

You can contact us via our website at www.benjamingeneration.org or 

Follow us on our Facebook page. https://www.facebook.com/pages/Benjamin-

Generation/1406788702906948. 

Or email us on rowen@benjamingeneration.org and 

vanessa@benjamingeneration.org 

 

Thank you as always for all your 

support and prayers. 

http://www.benjamingeneration.org/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Benjamin-Generation/1406788702906948
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Benjamin-Generation/1406788702906948
mailto:rowen@benjamingeneration.org
mailto:vanessa@benjamingeneration.org
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