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March/2024 

Wow what a start to 2024. The place of safety has 21 

school going children at present so you can just 

imagine the chaos in preparing them all for the start of 

school. Thank goodness 11 of them go to our pre-school, 

so they just needed bags and their colour coded tee 

shirts for the start of their school year. Vanessa had to 

cover 70 books during the first weekend of school for 

the older children. Here’s a picture of just half of them.  

The Benjamin Generation school started with a bang on 

the 17th of January, what seemed like hundreds of these 

tiny people came bursting through the gates at 7 o’ clock. Actually only 64 kids but 

really did seem like hundreds. What a blessing this little school has become for our 

local community and for the children in our place of safety. 

“My child loves going to pre-school so much that they even want to go on a Saturday and Sunday!” 

“I’m so excited that my 4-year-old knows all the months of the year in IsiZulu and in English – thanks 

to the pre-school, they can even count to 10 in both languages as well.” 

Some of the feedback that we get from our parents. 

With the growth of our school, it has put so much pressure on Vanessa to run between 

the school and place of safety, that she even burnt a path in the grass trying to keep up. 

During 2023 we realized that Vanessa cannot keep up this work load especially with the 

school continuing to grow. After much prayer and discussion, it was decided that she 

needed help. Ours prayers were answered when we received funding to employ a head 

mistress. We are so excited to have Lyn Warr take up this role. Not only as head 

mistress, but also as our minister at our local church. Lyn will not only fill these roles 

but will be a strong piler to lean on in all aspects of Benjamin Generation activities. 

Our school is a place where children learn and grow. It is a safe and nurturing 
environment where children can develop their social, emotional, and intellectual skills. 
We are preparing the children for primary school and beyond. 
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Thus, we have decided to grow our school in 2025 and have 
plans to build two classrooms. We need your help to do this, 
please help us by buying a brick for R2-50, $0-15 or £0-11. 
We are so excited for this as we can really grow and develop 
these children to succeed in their educational future going 
forward.   

We are situated in a farming community.  Employment is 
limited and so unemployment is high and the community is 
poor.  These are the major reasons for us building a school 
to help uplift the most vulnerable in our community, the 
children.  To give them a brighter future and a head start in 
life. 

 

Wow what a special Christmas was had by all the 
children in the place of safety even the babies were 
spoilt, the children were so excited with their 
Christmas gifts. Hours were spent inspecting and 
dissecting all their new items. 

What a privilege it is for us to enjoying these special 
moments with these children. Many of the children 
that have not spent much time with us may have 
experienced their first ever Christmas gift or it may be 
their first time ever to decorate a Christmas tree. 

And for some of the children that may be reunited with a 
relative or fostered by a family or relative, this could have been 
their last real taste of Christmas. So, we always do our best to 
make it a time that they can remember and enjoy. 

News on some of the children- Simphiwe is a 2 and half year-old 
boy that came to us as a newborn baby. As he grew, we realised 
that his eye sight was not good and he was diagnosed with 
cataracts in both eyes. After many visits to the state hospital, he 
finally had his first eye operation in November 2023 and the 
second in January 2024. What a different child we have now, 
from one so unsure of his environment and using his hands to 
feel his way around, to a child that just runs around freely now. 

The ladies that work in the baby home asked if we could have a 
sign made as they would like to name the baby home HOUSE of 
HOPE. 
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Why we need you: Demand for services is high. 

Parents hear of the benefits of local pre-school education 

and the opportunities it can afford their children. This 

has led to an increase of over double the number of 

pupils in just one year - from starting with only 26 

children in August 2022, there are now 64 enrolled at the 

pre-school.  

Not only this, but placements for babies and children in the place of safety are now at 

capacity.  Sadly, due to various circumstances, babies are being abandoned frequently 

in South Africa.  

Depending on where one lives, access to education, healthcare and services can be very 

different. More than half of children in South Africa live below the poverty line and one 

third of girls experience violence before the age of 18 

(Situation of children in South Africa | UNICEF South 

Africa). Many girls who come to Benjamin Generation 

have experienced physical abuse, often at the hands of 

older male members of their family.  

The levels of poverty and abuse these vulnerable children 

have experienced are shocking and upsetting - they are 

terribly, terribly wrong. But you can help. Your gift will 

help provide a child with a safe space to live, an 

environment to learn and access to food and quality 

facilities in order to thrive. 

You can contact us via our website at 

www.benjamingeneration.org or 

Follow us on our Facebook page. https://www.facebook.com/pages/Benjamin-

Generation/1406788702906948. 

Or email us on rowen@benjamingeneration.org, 

vanessa@benjamingeneration.org and lyn@benjamingeneration.org 

Thank you as always for all your        

support and prayers. 

https://www.unicef.org/southafrica/situation-children-south-africa
https://www.unicef.org/southafrica/situation-children-south-africa
http://www.benjamingeneration.org/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Benjamin-Generation/1406788702906948
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Benjamin-Generation/1406788702906948
mailto:rowen@benjamingeneration.org
mailto:vanessa@benjamingeneration.org
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Pay Pal 

GIVING 

http://www.benjamingeneration.org/donate
http://www.benjamingeneration.org/donate
https://www.give.net/20179355
https://www.give.net/20179355
https://www.paypal.com/za/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_flow&SESSION=vmyXk72-SFdElJr7w_0g8pO5c_82yuk3tFdcuTTx0-6cQ6n2hTLGf3K-muG&dispatch=5885d80a13c0db1f8e263663d3faee8db8175432b4df92754f4b4adb5a123d61&rapidsState=Donation__DonationFlow___StateDonationLogin&rapidsStateSignature=5ab7680cd73372683a7e8718320c024d9f0fed6b
https://www.paypal.com/za/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_flow&SESSION=vmyXk72-SFdElJr7w_0g8pO5c_82yuk3tFdcuTTx0-6cQ6n2hTLGf3K-muG&dispatch=5885d80a13c0db1f8e263663d3faee8db8175432b4df92754f4b4adb5a123d61&rapidsState=Donation__DonationFlow___StateDonationLogin&rapidsStateSignature=5ab7680cd73372683a7e8718320c024d9f0fed6b

