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It's time for news time, as the year draws to an end, we thought it would be appropriate to share with
you how the year has gone here at Benjamin Generation.

The children in the home are all well, and we have luckily escaped any major belts of flu or other
illnesses such as chicken pox etc. There has been very little movement in terms of the children
leaving Benjamin Generation so we have had the privilege of sharing this whole year watching the
children grow and experience life’s little adventures. The babies in our Baby Home have slowly
outgrown the baby stage, with all of them able to crawl or walk. It was not our intention that this
happened, however, the wheels seem to turn very slowly in regards to finding alternate plans for
these children in the baby home and in the main home. We have realized over the years that we can
only do our part (love, care for and provide a home) and hope the relevant authorities will also play
their part in finding foster parents or reuniting them with family members if appropriate circumstances
allow.

In the main children’s home, we have 8 children attending formal
education from Grade R upwards and 10 children attending grade
RRR or RR in our school. These 10 children vibrate with
excitement every morning as they run across the adjoining lawn to
our school. Attending our little school is the highlight of their day
and so much enjoyment is had during their time at school. Some of
the younger children also join in during the day, when it is free play
time. They head over to play and have fun with the older children
before heading back to the children’s home. We thought that this
would be a fun way of introducing them to school life and this has
definitely worked. Vanessa and the staff at the children’s home are
all well, and endeavor to make the Place of Safety feel like a home.

The older children, especially, are given their own space, time and
more freedom to create games and fun events for themselves like dress up. The ladies are busy
potting training 6 of the younger children. It's amusing to see the children sitting on
potties out in the garden when they are playing outside. | don’t know who is more ""
excited about this process - the ladies or the children, as the children get a sweet each (
time they are successful in this task. %
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Lyn has settled in quickly and has become a valuable
part of the team, her knowledge and experience in
education has quickly turned our little school into a well-
run organization. During the year we took on the task of
building two new classrooms, with toilets in between
them. This was made possible through a number of
donors, yourselves and through our ‘buy a brick’
campaign. It has been the most rewarding process to
see this building go up.

As | write this newsletter, the classrooms are complete, the toilets are in the process of being tiled
with only toilets and basins still to be installed. Applications for 2025 are open and at this stage we
will be having 1 grade RRRR, 2 grade RRR, 2 grade RR and 2 grade R classes. When starting this
school, we knew how desperately it was needed in this community but have been overwhelmed by
the difference it is making in the lives of these children and their families.
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The 215 to 24" of September was
the Benjamin Generation annual
cycle tour which started in the
most horrific snowy conditions
(Himeville- Sani Pass), the
weather even caused the delay of
the start by a day. This certainly
didn’t deter the cyclist in their
guest to raise funds for Benjamin
Generation. A Sunday start to the event took place in thick snow and
the cyclist spent 94km’s in freezing conditions on the first day. The
next 2 days were warmer and our cycling heroes could at least thaw

out in the warmer Weather as they arrived at Benjamin Generation 250km later. A Huge thanks to all

involved.

Life here at Benjamin Generation doesn’t come without its struggles, not only for the children and
what life has handed them, but for us as custodians of Benjamin Generation. As we still do not
receive funding for the children in our care or at our school, we are totally reliant on you, our faithful
donors, to keep us going. Vanessa, Lyn and Rowen have the same mentality that if we are standing
still, not growing and not doing as much as we can for the children in need, we are actually not doing
what we are called to do and that is to improve the lives of those that need it the most. But this comes
at great cost to our expenses budget as it just keeps on growing and we find ourselves needing more
and more money to keep Benjamin Generation going and to help these children.
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We have several fundraising events which take place throughout the year.

Our annual cycling event, which was from Sani Pass (Himeville) to Benjamin Generation took place in
September 2024, this will take place again next year, date to be announced.

Our Golf Day will take place on the 28™ of February 2025 at Noodsberg Country Club, sponsors and
players are needed to help us make this day a success.

We also have two campaigns which run throughout the year, ‘adopt a cot’ and ‘send a child to
school’. Which helps us to meet the needs of the children in our care. We have a Charity shop that
supports us and two other organizations, all your unwanted items can be donated and the funds will
find their way to Benjamin Generation.

We can provide you with a section 18A certificate for your cash donation and for larger companies we
are able to provide documentation for your B-BBEE obligations.

You can contact us via our website at www.benjamingeneration.orq or

Follow us on our Facebook page. https://www.facebook.com/pages/Benjamin-
Generation/1406788702906948.

Or email us on rowen@benjamingeneration.orq,
vanessa@benjamingeneration.org or lyn@benjamingeneration.orqg

THANK YOU AS ALWAYS FOR ALL YOUR
SUPPORT AND PRAYERS,
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